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This new guide will show you
everything you need to know about
mobile SEO.

First, I'll show you why mobile
optimization is more important than

ever.

Then, I'll help you get your website
ready for Google’s mobile-first index.

Sound good? Let’s dive right in...
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In this chapter I'll help you get the
basics down.

So if you’re not sure if your site is
mobile optimized, this chapter will get
you on the right track.

Then, in later chapters, I'll show you

a bunch of advanced strategies and
techniques.
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What Is Mobile SEO? Share

Mobile SEO is the practice of optimizing your website for users O
on smartphones and tablets. Mobile optimization also includes
making your site resources accessible to search engine spiders. o

Why Is Mobile SEO Important?

In short: the number of mobile searches is EXPLODING.

In fact, 58% of all searches in Google are now done from a mobile
device.

MOBILE DEVICES 58%
DESKTOPS 42%
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/76 And this trend is growing fast. According to Google, there are 27.8
billion more queries performed on mobile than desktop.

U.S. LOCAL SEARCH MARKET: MOBILE VS. DESKTOP
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Needless to say, mobile is the future of search. And that’s
probably why Google is overhauling their entire algorithm to
focus on mobile search.
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5 /7e Is “SEO” Now About Optimizing for share
““Mobile SEO”? (v

Pretty much, yeah. At least if you’re optimizing your site for 0
Google.

Today, 95% of all mobile searches are done on Google.

100 |

80 =#Google =#=Yahoo! “*~Baidu =**bing “**DuckDuckGo

And for Google to retain this insane level of dominance, they’re
going to tweak their algorithm so that it’s optimized for mobile
users FIRST.
BACKLINKO BACKLINKO.COM


https://backlinko.com/
https://backlinko.com/
https://twitter.com/share?text=Mobile+SEO%3A+The+Definitive+Guide&amp;url=https%3A%2F%2Fbacklinko.com%2Fmobile-seo-guide&amp;via=Backlinko
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbacklinko.com%2Fmobile-seo-guide

9 /76 In fact, they already have... Share

First, Google rolled out its Mobile-Friendly Update (which many 0
people called “Mobilegeddon”).

Rolling out the mobile-friendly update
Tuesday, April 21,2015

As we noted earlier this year, today’s the day we begin globally rolling out our mobile-
friendly update. We're boosting the ranking of mobile-friendly pages on mobile search
results. Now searchers can more easily find high-quality and relevant results where text
is readable without tapping or zooming, tap targets are spaced appropriately, and the

page avoids unplayable content or horizontal scrolling.

. <

Lorem Ipsum Dolor

Lorem Ipsum Dolor
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This update penalized sites that weren’t mobile-friendly (for
searches performed on smartphones).

But if your target audience doesn’t search that much from their
phone, this update wasn’t a big deal.

That is, until Google made EVERY search a mobile search. How?
By making their entire algorithm “Mobile-First”.
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What Is Google’s Mobile-First Index? share

Google’s Mobile-first Index ranks the search results based only on
the mobile-version of the page. And yes, this occurs even if o
you’re searching from a desktop.

Before this update, Google’s index would use a mix of desktop
and mobile results.

So if someone searched from an iPhone, Google would show
them mobile results. And if someone searched for something on a
desktop, they’d get “desktop results”.

PREVIOUS SEARCH RESULTS MODEL

Google
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12 /76 Today, no matter what device you use, Google shows you results Share
from their mobile index.

CURRENT RESULTS MODEL - MOBILE-FIRST

(]
)

Google

Google

'l have A LOT more on making sure your site is optimized for
mobile SEO in chapters 3, 4 and 5.
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Is Google’s Mobile-First Index a Big Share
Deal? o

It depends. o

If your site is already perfectly optimized for mobile, you should
be good.

So if your site...

* Loads resources across all devices

« Doesn’t hide content on mobile versions of your site

* Loads quickly like mobile users expect

* Has working internal links and redirects

* Boasts a UX that’s optimized for any device that your
visitors use

Then yeah, you’re good.

If not, you may notice a rankings drop as Google rolls this out.

That’s why the rest of this guide is dedicated to helping you
optimize your site for mobile.

But first...
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/e What Does Google Consider “Mobile”? share

To most people, a “Mobile device” means a smartphone or tablet.

However, Google puts tablets “in their own class” and states: o
“when we speak of mobile devices, we generally do not include

tablets in the definition”.

In other words, according to Google: mobile=smartphones.
Honestly, this shouldn’t impact your mobile SEO all that much.

The main idea here is to optimize your site for ANY device. This
includes phones, tablet... or anything else that Elon Musk invents
in the future.

when we speak of mobile devices,
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Chapter 2
How to Implement a Mobile
Website That Ranks in Google

BACKLINKO BACKLINKO.COM


https://backlinko.com/
https://backlinko.com/

16 /76

BACKLINKO

Share

To succeed with mobile SEO today, v
your site needs to at least work on (£ )
mobile devices.

So if mobile visitors get hit with a mini
version of your desktop site, you’re in
trouble.

Fortunately, implementing a mobile
website isn’t hard or complicated.

And in this chapter I’'m going to lay
out a few different ways that you can
implement a mobile version of your
website (with a focus on SEO for
mobile).
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When It Comes to Mobile, You’ve Got 3
Options

#1: First, you’ve got Separate URLs (this is also known
as an “M.” configuration).

With this setup, you have the “main” desktop version of your site.
You also have a mobile version (“M.”) version of your site.

www.website.com
m.website.com

In other words, your site figures out what device your visitor is
using... and then directs them to a URL optimized for that device.

Separate URLs were popular back in the day. Today? Not so much.

Why? First, they’re a huge pain to manage.
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18 /76 Also, “M.” sites have a host of SEO issues (like the fact that you Share
need multiple URLs for every piece of content on your site AND
that it requires complicated “rel=canonical” and “rel=alternate” O
tags).

In short, | DON’T recommend a separate URLs/”M.” configuration.
It’s by far the worst way to configure your site for mobile SEQ.

#2: Next up, we have Dynamic Serving.

When you serve content dynamically, all of your content is on
the same URL. But you show each user different HTML/CSS
depending on the device they’re using.

B e e A
A A
|

Desktop
HTML/CSS

Mobile
HTML/CSS

www.website.com

www.website.com

For example, if you visit https:/backlinko.com/seo-tools on a
BACKLINK desktop, you'd get served a pre-made desktop version of the site: BACKLINKO.COM
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SEO Tools: The Complete List (2018 9
Update) 0

@ by Brian Dean

SEO TOOLS:

The Complete List

If you want to see the best SEO tools in one place, then you'll LOVE this (updated) guide.

But if you visit the page from your iPhone 8, you’d still be on
https:/backlinko.com/seo-tools, but would get shown the “iPhone
8” version of the page:
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SEO Tools: The 9
Complete List (2018 0

Update)

@ by Brian Dean O Last updated Apr. 04,
- 2018

SEO TOOLS: g
The Complete List M

If you want to see the best SEO tools in one
place, then you’ll LOVE this (updated)

Dynamic serving is definitely better for SEO than having an “M.”
version of your site. But it has issues.
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For example, dynamic serving sites are notorious for showing Share
desktop versions to mobile users. You also need to constantly

create different versions of your content for new devices that o
come out. If you don’t, your site may not recognize a new device...
and show them a version that looks terrible on that device. o

In short, | DON’T recommend serving dynamic versions of your
pages to mobile visitors. Instead, | recommend...

#3: Finally, we have Responsive Design.

| saved the best for last. With Responsive Design, your page’s
layout and content responds to each individual user.

320 x 480 (smallphone) 375 X 667 (iphone) 640 x 840 (small tablet)

- The Washington Post 2 The Washington Post
Innovations Innovations
Uber waits a year to Uber wails a year to Uber wails a year Lo
reveal major hack of reveal major hack of reveal "]ai(", hack of
cuslomer dala customer dala R
— - customer data

By Peter Halley =

Uber revealed Tuesday that it had suffered a
breach in 2016 that exposed personal

i to tens of millions
drivers and customers, adding to a growing

Uber revealed Tuesday that it had suffered a breach in

BACKLINKO.COM

2016 that exposed personal information belonging to tens
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The best part? Responsive design pulls this off without separate
URLs or different HTML for each device.

In terms of being SEO-friendly, Responsive Design blows all other
options out of the water.

Why? In short:

* All of your content is on a single URL (good for sharing and
getting links)

e Minimal SEO headaches (no “rel=canonical tags”, duplicate
content issues etc.)

* Insanely user friendly (UX is a big part of SEO thanks to
RankBrain)

* No redirects (which cause technical SEO issues and can slow
down your site)

And if you’re still not convinced, Google recommends responsive
layouts. So there.

Share
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Now that your site is setup for mobile
visitors, it's time to get your mobile
SEO in order.

In this chapter I'll show you how to
ensure that Google and other search
engines consider your site optimized
for mobile.

Share
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25 /76 Use Google’s Mobile Usability Test Share

This nifty tool found in the Google Search Console lets you know 0
if your site has any mobile usability issues. o

To use it, head over to your GSC account. Then click on
“Mobile Usability”.

(This is in the sidebar of the new GSC)

[J  Mobile Usability

BACKLINKO.COM
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26 /76 And Google will let you know if mobile users have trouble using
your site.

Q_ Inspect any URL in "https://backlinko.com/"

Mobile Usability

Error

0

No issues

(7] impressions

Pages
120

80

40

0

9/19/18 10/1/18 10/13/18 10/25/18 11/6/18 11/18/18 11/30/18 12/12/18

(For example, the tool may letcha know that you use Flash or that
your font is too small for mobile users to read).

BACKLINK®
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Just pop your URL into the tool... 9

ls your web page mobile-friendly?

©  https://backlinko.com/seo-techniques

BACKLINKO BACKLINKO.COM
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Mobile-Friendly Test

®  https://backlinko.com/seo-techniques o

Page loading issues VIEW DETAILS

Tested on: Oct 24, 2017 at 10:07 AM

Page is mobile-friendly

This page is easy to use on a mobile device

4 SUBMIT TO GOOGLE

Additional resources
(=x} Open site-wide mobile usability report
3! Learn more about mobile-friendly pages

31 Post comments or gquestions to our discussion group
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29 /76 As you can see, | passed. But the tool let me know that mobile Share
Googlebot had trouble loading all of the resources on my page:

Tested on: Oct 24, 2017 at 10:.07 AM 0

Not all page resources could be loaded. This can affect how Google sees
and understands your page. Fix availability problems for any resources that
can affect how Google understands your page.

®) LEARN MORE

Details

D User agent Googlebot smartphone

Desktop Googlebot had no issue crawling these resources. But the
mobile version couldn’t do it.

And with Google’s Mobile-first index now live, this is a potentially
serious issue. And it’'s something | wouldn’t have known about

without this tool.

Super duper helpful.
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Let Google Crawl Everything Share

Do you block Googlebot from accessing Javascript, CSS or other
important parts of your site’s code? o

This used to be no big deal. But today, this is a VERY bad idea.

Unless Google can fully crawl your page, they can’t tell it’s mobile-
friendly or not. And if they’re not sure it’s mobile-friendly, good
luck ranking in the Mobile-first index.

How do you know if this is an issue?

First, check out your robots.txt file. This tells Googlebot to not
crawl or index certain parts of your site. This file is usually found
at site.com/robots.txt. You can also see it inside of the Google
Search Console.

Edit your robots.ixt and check for errors. Learn more.

Latest version seen on 10/10/17, 8:27 AM OK (200) 75 Bytes ~

1 User-agent: *

2 Disallow: /wp-admin/

3 Disallow: /wp-includes/
4 Disallow: /tag/

5

BACKLINKO.COM
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3 /76 While you’re there, click on “Google Index” —> “Blocked

Share
Resources”. This will let you know if you’re blocking Googlebot
from crawling certain parts of your site. 0
Blocked Resources

These hosts serve site resources that are blocked to Googlebot. If Googlebot can't access important resources on your page,
Status: 10/21/17

m1 Pages with blocked resources

40

30

20

10

712817 BANT 81517 a/n7 81217 81s17 B1an7 ar22n7 812617 82917 9217 9/5117 9917 anzn?

If you’re not blocking anything important, you’re set.

BACKLINK®
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Put the Kibosh on Interstitial Popups share

| know: everyone HATES popups.

I’'m not going to get into that debate here. But | WILL tell you that
Google also hates popups... especially for mobile users.

Remember: Google’s #1 job is to show their users amazing
content. And if that content is hidden behind a giant popup? It’s
not all that amazing anymore.

In fact, Google rolled out an update that specifically targets
“Intrusive” popups.

Google Webmaster Central Blog

Helping users easily access content on mobile

Hey! Check here if
Tuesday, August 23, 2016 your site is mobile
friendly.
January 10, 2017 update: Starting today, pages where content is not easily accessible to a user on the i
transition from the mobile search results may not rank as high. As we said, this new signal is just one of
hundreds of signals that are used in ranking and the intent of the search query is still a very strong signal,
so0 a page may still rank highly if it has great, relevant content. Please head to the webmaster forums if you Q_ Search blog
have any questions.
‘ Labels -
In Google Search, our goal is to help users quickly find the best answers to their
questions, regardless of the device they're using. Today, we're announcing two BB Archive o
upcoming changes to mobile search results that make finding content easier for users.
Feed
Simplifying mobile search results
Google on @

Two years ago, we added a mobile-friendly label to help users find pages where the text

Google Webmasters

and content was readable without zooming and the tap targets were appropriately

spaced. Since then, we've seen the ecosystem evolve and we recently found that 85% of
all pages in the mobile search results now meet this criteria and show the mobile-

BACKLINKO.COM
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. . Share
impact your rankings.
How do you know which popups are OK? 9
Google gives a few examples of acceptable popups... o
...and popups that can get your site penalized.
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34 /76 How Does Your Responsive Site Actually
Look? Check Out This Cool Tool (v

It’s one thing to see how Google views your mobile site. But
nothing beats actually seeing your site on different devices.

So if you use responsive design on your site, | recommend
checking out this free tool.

It’ll show you how your site looks on iPhones, tablets and more:

240 x 320 (small phone) 320 x 480 (iPhone) 480 X 640 (small tablet)

BACKLINKC = : BACKLINKC : BACKLINKO

- -

"} "

i i

T

EXCLUSIVE TRAFFIC TI

TRAFFIC Enter your email below to get access to|
TI Dq SEO and traffic tips

231 .."!‘,
Shares 'ﬁ f ® = v Enter your email address...

Sign Up

As it turns out, | look just as handsome on a phone as | do on a
BACKLINK tablet. | love this tool! BACKLINKO.COM
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Use The Mobile Version of “Fetch as share
Google” O

Like most people, I'm a visual learner. 0

Sure, it’s nice to see a laundry list of potential Mobile optimization
issues.

But personally, it’'s much more helpful to actually SEE how Google
sees my page.

That’s why | recommend spot testing a few pages on your site
using the Google Search Console’s “Fetch as Google” feature.

Just enter a URL of a popular page from your site into it:

Fetch as Google

See how Google renders pages from your website. Learn more

https://backlinko.com/ |seo-techniques|

Leave URL blank to fetch the homepage. Requests may take a few minutes to process.
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Desktop FETCH FETCH AND RENDER

Mobile: Smartphone

Show 25rows

And they’ll show you exactly what the Googlebot saw. You can
even scroll down to see if Google missed anything (like images,
videos, menus etc.). Very helpful.

This is how Googlebot saw the page: This is how a visitor to your website would have seen the page:

BACKLINKO ( ’7
21 Actionable SEO 21 Actionable SEO
Techniques You Can Use Techniques You Can Use
Right Now (Updated) Right Now (Updated)
@ by Brian Dean @ Last updated Jul. 28, 2016 @ by Brian Dean @ Last updated Jul. 28, 2016

21 SEO

TECHNIGQUES TECHNIQUES

People that suceeed with SEO do two things
very well:

People that succeed with SEO do two things
very well:

First, they identify SEO techniques that get
them results.

First, they identify SEO techniques that get
them results.

BACKLINK Very helpful. BACKLINKO.COM
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57178 Let Mobile Users See It All share

Back in the day, people would block certain resources from mobile

users. o

(For example, they might hide some content...or block javascript
from loading)

These people weren’t doing anything shady. Blocking these
resources helped their page load faster on mobile devices. And it

sometimes improved the mobile experience.

Here’s an example of what | mean:

SBA( MENy =

15, Small Business Administration

Use competitive analysis to find
a market advantage

Meet clients (and
competitors)

John and Kelly looked at the
businesses and people in their
community to see if they could
open a successful auto repair shop.

BACKLINKO READIMORE BACKLINKO.COM
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See how you need to hit “Read More” to see all of the content?
This might be a problem with Google’s Mobile-first index.

Why?

With Mobile-first, Google considers your page’s mobile version the
“main” version.

And if your content is hidden to mobile users, they may not index
or crawl that content. Or they may weigh it differently.

In the past, when it came to hiding content for desktop users,
Google has said that:

¥ ad “If something is relevant to the page, then it's probably
relevant to the user too, so I'd recommend showing it to

the user.”

Share
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29 /76 But then Google’s John Mueller recently said that, for the Mobile- Share
first index:

"On the mobile version of the page it can be that you o
i have these kind of tabs and folders and things like that,
which we will still treat as normal content on the page.

Even if it is hidden on the initial view.”

He also said that, when it comes to Mobile-first:

! “If it's critical content, it should be visible.”

Huh?

I’'m going to wait for an official announcement on the Google blog
before making a final say on this.
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In the meantime, here’s my take:

If you block or hide content from
mobile users, Google will ignore that
content or put less weight on it.

Bottom line? Use your site on a few
different phones. If desktop users
see something mobile users don’t, |
recommend getting that fixed ASAP.
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Chapter 4

How to Optimize Your Mobile Site
for UX Signals
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As you know, SEO today is less about o
messing around with meta tags and ()
more about having an awesome site.

In fact, Google’s RankBrain algorithm
Is specifically designed to see how
Google searchers interact with your
site.

If RankBrain thinks your site is
frustrating their mobile users, they’ll
drop you like a stone.

And in this chapter I'll show you some
simple ways you can ensure that mobile
users love your site.
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Master Mobile Sitespeed

Does Google care how fast your mobile site loads?
Heck yes!

In fact, they recommend that your site loads in under a second for
mobile users.

That’s insanely hard to pull off. Fortunately, there are some free tools
out there that can help you reach Google’s ambitious guideline.

First up, we have Google’s PageSpeed Insights tool. This tool lets

you know how quickly your site loads on Mobile...and gives you
some recommendations that you can implement to speed things up.

@ Opportunities

These optimizations can speed up your page load.

Opportunity

1  Eliminate render-blocking resources
2 Serve images in next-gen formats

3 Deferunused CSS

4 Properly size images

5 Defer offscreen images

@ Diagnostics

Share
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the tool will load your site on a desktop browser. So make sure to
choose a mobile browser from the menu:

Test a website's performance

Enter a Website URL

Test Location Dulles, VA USA (Desktop, Android, i0S) D

START TEST

Browser iPhone 8 iOS 11 3

Ad

And you’ll get a list of suggestions specifically adapted for mobile
browsers:

Web Page Performance Test for A A A A . X

backlinko.com
¥ " First Byte Keep-alive Compress Compress Cache Effective
From: Dulles, VA - iPhone 8 i0S 11 - Cable Time Enabled  Transfer Images static use of CON
10/24/2017, 11:57:20 AM content
Summary Details Performance Review Content Breakdown Domains Processing Breakdown Screen Shot Image Analysis
Tester: iPhone8_1-192.168.1.132 Raw page data - Raw object data
First View only Export HTTP Archive {.har
Test runs: 3 View Test Log

Re-run the test
Performance Results (Median Run)
Document Complete
Load Time First Byte Start Render SpeedIndex First Interactive (beta) | Time Requests Bytes In

First View (Run3) 6.073s 0417s 3.017s 3342 6.725s 6.073s 167 5,289 KB
Plot Full Results

Fully Loaded
Time Requests Bytesin Cost
6.905s 175 5306 KB $8583

BACKLINKO

Share
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And if you want to get real geeky with pagespeed, check out this
excellent resource from Big G.

PageSpeed Tools > Insights

GUIDES REFERENCE SAMPLES

Overview

Get Started

Write Your First App
Mobile Analysis
Languages

Best Practices

Compressing your JavaScript with
Closure Compiler

CSS: Using every declaration just ance
Optimizing JavaScript code
Prefetching resources

Minimizing browser reflow

SPDY performance on mobile networks

Ul messaging and perceived latency

Q Search

SUPPORT

Mobile Analysis in PageSpeed Insights

PageSpeed Insights analyzes a page to see if it follows our recommendations for making a page render
in under a second on a mobile network. Research has shown that any delay longer than a second will
cause the user to interrupt their flow of thought, creating a poor experience. Our goal is to keep the user
engaged with the page and deliver the optimal experience, regardless of device or type of network.

It is not easy to meet the one second time budget. Luckily for us, the whole page doesn't have to render
within this budget, instead, we must deliver and render the above the fold (ATF) content in under one
second, which allows the user to begin interacting with the page as soon as possible. Then, while the
user is interpreting the first page of content, the rest of the page can be delivered progressively in the
background.

Adapting to high latency mobile networks

Meeting the one second ATF criteria on mobile devices poses unique challenges which are not present
on other networks. Users may be accessing your site through a variety of different 2G, 3G, and 4G

This guide will help you tweak the nuts and bolts of your site so it
loads lightning-fast.

Share
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Read on Phones (v
Do users have to pinch, scroll or squint to read your mobile o
content?

Then they’re going to hit their “back” button like there’s no
tomorrow.

For example, you don’t want your content to look like this:

IACr

Looking for a new challenge?

FIND YOUR FIT AT IA

About Us Careers Investors

I1AC 0o00.00 +00.00

Featured Brands by Category
Q

BACKLINKO e
Angies list & Advisor m mHelpDesk
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Yes, this page is technically optimized for mobile. But it’s hard as
heck to read.

Instead, you want your font to be big, bold and legible, like this:

BACKLINKC

Google’s 200 Ranking
Factors: The Complete
List

@ by Brian Dean @ Last updated Nov. 05,
2016

Google’s 200

Ranking Factors:
THE COMPLETE LIST

You probably already know that Google
uses about 200 ranking factors in their
algorithm...

But what the heck are they?

Share
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How can you make your mobile content more readable? 0

e Use at least 14px font (I prefer 15 or 16) o
e Use short paragraphs (1-2 lines per paragraph)
* Go with a line length between 50-60 characters
* Make sure there’s tons of contrast between text and
background (people use phones outside, which can make low-
contrast text harder to read)

It also helps if your content is actually good. But that’s another
story.

BACKLINKO BACKLINKO.COM
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Use HTMLS For Video and Animated
Content

Do you embed videos in your content? Or does your page
perform all sorts of fancy animations when people visit?

Well, if that content is coded in Flash, it’s not gonna work on
mobile devices.

Instead, you want to code that up in HTML5.

Don’t Forget the “Viewport Content”
Tag

Do you use responsive design? If so, don’t forget the viewport
meta tag.

This tag changes the size of your page based on the user’s device.

And Google recommends that you setup your viewport meta tag
like this:

HTML

e-width, initial-s

Share
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could look funky to mobile users.

0
Lo —— ———  [e—

So yeah, a friendly reminder to double check that you have this
set up.

BACKLINKO BACKLINKO.COM
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Implement These 3 Quick Mobile UX Hacks

These are three quick tips designed specifically to boost your
site’s usability for mobile Google searchers.

#1: Make Header Images Really Small
Mobile Google users want their answer NOW. Which means you

don’t want to use giant header images, like this:

50 PALEO NO-BAKE DESSERTS

50 Paleo
No-Bake
Desserts

o Get @ax Srough
This FHeatwave
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Instead, either delete them or make them smaller for mobile
visitors, like this:

BACKLINKO

201 Powerful SEO Tips
(That Actually Work)

@ by Brian Dean @ Last updated Nov. 25, 2016

SEO TIPS:

The Complete List

This is the largest collection of SEO tips on the
planet.

The best part?

All of the SEO techniques in this guide are
100% actionable.

So if you want higher rankings, check out the
new guide.
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#2: Use Lots of “Negative” Space

Negative space is the space between text, buttons and design
elements. And negative space is REALLY important for mobile

sites.

On a desktop, you can get away with a cluttered page. But on a

phone, a cluttered page is IMPOSSIBLE to use.

GE APPLIANCES

‘ BLACK FRIDAY DEALS AVAILABLE NOW

Rl
!

BLACK oS I°E SLATE
STAINLESS | STEEL SLATE ~Matte
High-Gloss Gloss Matte

EXPLORE PREMIUM FINISHES

Shop Appliances for
THE KITCHEN & HOME
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This is especially important for content that you want to rank in
Google. If a Google searcher has trouble reading your content or
finding what they need, they’ll bounce back to the search results.

And using lots of negative space, like this, is one simple way to

improve your site’s dwell time and bounce rate:

Today

Bootstrap Magic

POPULAR MNEWEST

Online video resizer
Resize any video perfectly for social media

A 172 o2

The Influencer Marketing Stack

Free resources to launch a killer campaign

A 156 o7

Bootstrap Magic
Create your Bootstrap 4.0 themes easily with

magic

A 143 ®3

Complete Guide to Product
Quallified Leads

How Saa$ startups turn product usage into

qualified leads.

A 94 ®3

Resume Worded
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The fact is: social sharing buttons can SIGNIFICANTLY increase O
the amount of shares your content receives.

That said, social share buttons work best when they’re in the
sidebar, like this:

BACKLINKO ABOUT CONTACT SEO HACKS

We Analyzed 1.3 Million YouTube
Videos. Here’s What We Learned
About YouTube SEO

@ by Brian Dean @ Last updated Feb. 28, 2017

2889

L
i

i
&

1 Million Videos '
YouTube Ranking
Factors Study

We analyzed 1.3 million YouTube videos to better understand how YouTube’s search
engine works.

Specifically, we looked at the correlation between ranking factors — like views,
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boom! — the buttons are right there.

Problem is: this setup isn’t possible on mobile.

That’s why | recommend using a tool like Sumo, which displays
social icons as a tab bar at the bottom of the page. Simple.

BACKLINKC

We Analyzed 1.3 Million
YouTube Videos. Here’s
What We Learned About
YouTube SEO

@ by Brian Dean @ Last updated Feb. 28, 2017

1 Million Videos

YouTube Ranking _=°—
Factors Study e

We analyzed 1.3 million YouTube videos to
better understand how YouTube’s search
engine works.

Specifically, we looked at the correlation
between ranking factors — like views,
comments and shares — with YouTube

BACKLINKO rankings. BACKLINKO.COM
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Advanced Mobile SEO Tips and
Best Practices
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This’ll show you how your UX signals compare on desktop vs. Share
mobile.

For example, for this page, my bounce rate and dwell time are

almost identical. So this page is probably optimized well for o
mobile users.

Acquisition Behavior
Device Category ~ <
% New Pages /
Bounce Rate Avg. Session
Sessions © W  Sessions New Users 7 S Session E 2
?

3,803 60.85% 2,314 80.33% 1.37 00:01:46

% of Total: = Avg for View: % of Total: | Avg for View: Avg for Avg for View:
5.76% (65,997) 59.66% 5.88% (39,372) 77.49% View: 00:01:46
(1.99%) (3.66%) 1.52 (-:0.15%)
(-9.99%)
desktop 3,195 (84.01%) 61.50% 1,965 (84.92%) 80.16% 1.37 00:01:45
mobile 538 (14.15%) 60.04% 323 (13.96%) 81.23% 1.38 00:01:42

But if GA tells you that there’s a big difference between desktop
and mobile visitors, visit that page on your phone.

You’ll probably notice something funky that’s causing mobile
users to spend less time on your page.

Then, when you’re done, move onto our next tip.
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These 3 Tips (v

Like anything with Google’s Mobile-first update, Google will now 0
look at your site’s mobile page speed. Will your desktop site
speed still matter? Maybe.

But it’s definitely not going to be as important as how your site
loads on mobile devices.

Here’s how to add some rocket fuel to your site’s mobile loading
speed.

First, do a mobile speed test at ThinkWithGoogle.com:

lestyour
mobile speed.

Most sites lose half their visitors while loading
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This test is similar to any other site speed testing tool, except that

it zeroes-in on mobile loading speed. It even loads your site in 3G O
to simulate a mobile environment.

And you get a helpful report that tells you how long it takes for
your site to load on a mobile device...

backlinko.com <

bs °

Loading time on 3G: Fair

24%

Est. Visitor loss

(Due to loading time)

Find out how to speed up your site to keep more
visitors.

...and shows you how to remove load speed roadblocks:
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& Your top fixes o

1. Renderblocking JS v

JavaScripts that are not critical to initial render should be made
asynchronous or deferred until after the first render. Keep in mind that for
this to improve your loading time, you must also optimize CSS delivery.

2. Leverage caching -
3. Optimize images -
4. Try Accelerated Mobile Pages -

Here are some other quick tips to try out:

BACKLINKC

Squish your images: If you use WordPress, | recommend

installing an image optimizer, like Smush Image Compression.

These SIGNIFICANTLY reduce the file size of your images,

which can speed up load times dramatically.

Implement Browser Cache: Google themselves recommend

caching your site to make your site load faster.

Fire Up a CDN: CDNs can make page elements (especially

images) load 2-3x faster. BACKLINKO.COM
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for Mobile SERPs (v

Do you get the vast majority of your organic traffic from mobile? o

Then you may want to optimize your title and description tags
specifically for the mobile search results.

Here’s how:

Believe it or not, but Google actually gives you MORE title tag
characters to work with on mobile.

Here’s the exact breakdown:

Desktop
Title: Approximately 70 Characters
Description: Approximately 155 Characters

Mobile
Title: Approximately 78 Characters
Description: Approximately 155 Characters

In other words, if your title tag is 69 or fewer characters, your title

BACKLINKS won’t get cut off on desktop or on mobile. A CKLINKO COM
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But let’s say you get lots of mobile traffic. Well, you may want
to expand your title tag and take advantage of that extra room...
even if it pushes you over the desktop character limit.

For example, let’s say your title tag looks like this:

My Best SEO Tips: Effective Search Engine Optimization Strategies @

Characters

That’s 66 characters. So this title will display in-full on desktop
and mobile.

But let’s say you wanted to use a word or phrase that’ll bump up
your CTR. Your title tag would now look like this:

57 Killer SEO Tips: Effective Search Engine Optimization Strategies & Tactics @

Characters

That’s 78 characters.

Yes, 78 characters means that Google will truncate your title tag
on desktop searches. But it’ll show up just fine on mobile.

But if desktop only makes up a small chunk of your traffic? It may
be worth it for the CTR bump you’ll receive with a longer title tag
on mobile.
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Should You Implement AMP?

Accelerated Mobile Pages are stripped-down versions of

webpages designed to load quickly on mobile devices. In fact,
AMP pages load about 4x faster than their non-AMP counterparts.

As you may know, Google has led the charge on AMP.

o AMP on Google Q Search

ALL PRODUCTS

Enhance your AMP
pages across Google

The Accelerated Mobile Pages (AMP) project is =
built on top of existing web technologies to enable

blazing-fast page rendering and content delivery.

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE AMP PROJECT

Integrate across Google products

= Google Search Google AMP

G Ceos £ Coo
Prepare your AMP Cache
pages for Google Discover how Google
Search. Add Search and other
structured data to distribution platforms
enable AMP-specific use Google AMP
features in search Cache to make AMP
results. pages even faster.

Google Analytics

Track user
interactions and page
views on AMP pages
with Google
Analytics.
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And because AMP is a Google project, lots of SEOs rushed to
implement AMP for their clients’ sites.

(The assumption is that Google will reward AMP-friendly sites with
higher rankings).

Higher rankings aside... Google also shows a little icon next to your
result in the search results that may boost your CTR:

Best Beaches in Thailand | Travel + Leisure
© www.travelandleisure.com > bes...

It goes without saying that
Thailand has some of the most
beautiful beaches in the world.
The country is one of the most
popular ...

10 Best Beaches in Thailand (with Photos &
Map) - Touropia
www.touropia.com » best-beaches-in-thai...

24 Oct 2017 - Thailand is famous
for its beautiful white sand
beaches and stunning, clear blue
seas. With over 2,000 miles of
coastline and ...
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With all that, the question is:

Does it make sense to use AMP?

The choice is yours, of course. But my take is: probably not.
Here’s why:

First, AMP puts SERIOUS limits on your page’s functionality.
Want full control of your ads? Not happening.

How about a lightbox or popup? Nope.

Well, you can at least brand your site however you want, right?
Not so fast. AMP puts significant restrictions on CSS. This helps
your site load faster... but makes your content look generic.

Second, AMP can hurt your link building efforts.

When someone links to your content, those links point directly to
your site. Obvious, | know.

But here’s the deal:

When someone links to your AMP pages, that link points to the
Google.com domain.

Share
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f REGULAR VERSION —> MY WEBSITE

f AMP VERSION —> GOOGLE.COM/AMP/S/MYWEBSITE/

In other words, AMP can cost you in the link department. So
at least for now, links to AMP pages boost Google’s domain
authority... not yours.

Finally, AMP may not last.

LTE is already SUPER fast. And 5G is just around the corner.

So the idea of jumping through a thousand hoops for a tiny
increase in mobile loading speed makes little sense today... and
will make even less sense moving forward.

Bottom line? Unless you have a compelling reason to do so, | don’t
recommend AMP for most publishers.
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Use Schema Structured Data To Stand
Out in Mobile SERPs

As you probably know, mobile SERPs display the search results as
cards:

The Spruce

The Classic Gin Martini:
The World's Most Famou...
4 (93) 3 mins

Gin Martini

The Best Martini Recipe: How Will You Make
Yours? - The Spruce
https://www.thespruce.com > classic-gin-...

4 Mar 2017 - How to Make It.
Pour the ingredients into a
mixing glass filled with ice
cubes. Stir for 30 seconds.
Strain into a chilled cocktail
glass. Add a dash of orange or
Angostura bitters, if desired. Garnish with the olive
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And these cards make Schema.org structured data super Share
effective.

Why?

Well, structured data can hook you up with review stars,
recipe images and event dates in the SERPs... all of which can
significantly increase your organic CTR.

For example, look at how much the Downshiftology mobile result
stands out from ToddyCafe.com. This contrast isn’t nearly as
powerful on desktop:

Recipes
cold brew coffee y Q
[ pownshiftology & Chowhound
T All Shopping Images Videos News More Settings Tools
|
\ About 1,910,000 results (0.44 seconds)
Easy Cold-Brewed Coffee Recipe - Chowhound
P hitps://www.chowhound.com/recipes/basic-cold-brewed-coffee-30487 ~
% Jk k4 Rating: 4.5 - 35 reviews - 14 hrs 10 mins
Why pay a fortune when you can make homemade cold-brewed coffee in less than ten
How to Make Cold Brew Easy Cold-Bi - minutes? This recipe makes a smooth brew for iced caffeinated
Coffee 4.5 !

5 (1) 12 hrs 10 mins How to Brew Cold Brew + Cold Brew 3 Ways - Starbucks® Coffee At ...
https://athome.starbucks.com/recipe/cold-brew-3-ways/ »
Open foil pouch. Drop both packets in the pitcher. 2. Add 4 cups of cold, filtered water 1o the pitcher and

cover. 3. Steep in the fridge for 24 hours then gently

Toddy Instruction Manual and Guide | Toddy
Cold Brew
https://toddycafe.com » cold-brew » instr...

Next, add 1 cup of water into the bottom of the
Toddy® Cold Brew System brewing container and 6
ounces of ground coffee. Slowly pour 3 more cups

Why Cold Brew Coffee? | Toddy Coffee Maker
https:/ftoddycafe.com/cold-brew/why-toddy-cold-brew =

Cold brew coffee makers produces smoother, less acidic coffee, making it ideal for those suffering from
acid reflux or sensitive stomachs. The Toddy Cold Brew ..

How to Make Cold-Brewed Coffee - Food52
https:/ffood52_comiblog/7317-how-to-make-cold-brewed-coffee +
30 May 2017 - Cold-brewed coffee is like iced coffee's cooler sibling. They're made of the same stuff,

Bottom line? If you want more clicks from mobile Google
searchers, consider implementing structured data.
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Want more actionable SEO content
like this? Then make sure to subscribe
to my YouTube channel right now.
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